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TUTORING SUMMARY


Over the last three months (Mid September to Mid December) I have been working with Eh Ka on his reading skills. Although the start of our sessions kept getting interrupted due to Eh Ka’s absences, we finally got into a groove and met regularly. We had a total of 11 sessions, with each taking one-half hour to complete. We spent most of our time following the school’s Title I teacher’s “suggested” reading intervention program, Triumphs (Macmillan/McGraw-Hill). This program outlined the steps necessary to take for each session, leaving no opportunity to develop lessons on my own. Eh Ka and I worked on strengthening sight word recognition, vocabulary words, reading text, comprehension of text and fluency. This was done on 9 of our 11 visits, with the other two sessions reserved for assessment.

At first, Eh Ka was very shy, but anxious to receive help with his reading at the same time. He would have an “I’m getting called out of the classroom and you are not” smile when I arrived and he always met me with a handshake. When we started recording our sessions, he did not want to hear them on my computer, but after a couple weeks, he was begging to hear whole recordings. 


My initial opinion was that Eh Ka did not need intervention as much as the school recommended, but as time went by, I could see the different stages that Eh Ka needed support with. He may have been shy, but Eh Ka read through the first two stories without needing any help from me. After we found a few areas of concern, Eh Ka started to show signs that the Title I teacher had referred to before we began. By the time our session work ha ended, Eh Ka had shown reading improvement by following the strategies that were stressed as we read.
SESSION WORK

--Sight Word Recognition


Each Triumph lesson contained 12 sight words that had something to do with the story. Eh Ka would read this list of words to me and I would help him decode if it was necessary. We were also given a 1000-Word Dolch list for assessment purposes, which I (in my ignorance) gave all in one session. Eh Ka read the list of words without question and had read 909 out of 1000 words correctly. Of the 91 words Eh Ca miscued on, 70 were six or more letters and multi-syllable. If I had broken this down into sections, chances are Eh Ka would have performed much better.

--Vocabulary Words

Throughout each story there were certain words the Triumphs program stressed. I would show the word and help Eh Ka pronounce the word if he needed assistance (not usually). If he did not know the definition of the word, I would supply the answer and try to use it in a sentence. Then I would try and see if Eh Ka had any experience with that particular word/item in his life. An example of this would be light bulb. Eh Ka had never heard of it being called a bulb, just a light.


--Reading


Every session, Eh Ka would read a story from the Triumph program at a Red 28 level (middle 2nd grade). Most of them kept Eh Ka’s interest and he learned little bits of information as we read through the text. There were a couple stories that Eh Ka stumbled with and it became evident that when he started to lose momentum, it took a couple minutes to regain his reading composure. There were times when I would jump in and help him with more difficult sections and other times I allowed Eh Ka to puzzle his way through, complementing his hard work when he was done. Eh Ka exhibited many different reading strategies and I had no concerns in this area.

--Comprehension

A lot of my questioning came before Eh Ka read, as we went over the vocabulary words. I know this is not supporting comprehension as Eh Ka read, but it addressed the new and different words that may have caused him to miscue as he read. Other times, I would ask Eh Ka questions about the text as he read. Mostly I asked for Eh ka to re-tell the story after he was finished reading the text. For quite a while Eh ka did not know how to put his thoughts into his own words, so I ended up asking prompt questions, to which he was very accurate with his answers.


--Fluency

Some of the stories Eh Ka read without my support, I would have him re-read and slow his speech down. He had read so fast that he did not know what he was saying. After demonstrating the different reading strategies, Eh Ka would re-read the sentence again with more clarity. This helped him with his fluency, comprehension and confidence.


--Extras


When time permitted, I might have Eh Ka write a one-sentence summary of the story, or draw a picture, placing him in the story’s subject matter. An example of this would be one of the stories about a little girl that won a trip to the moon. Eh Ka would like to become an astronaut when he grows up, so he drew himself, with a rocket ship, on the moon and Earth out in space. He liked to draw on my computer, so I tried to permit this a few times, but I’m sure it was not enough for him.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Eh Ka is a very bright student. He loves to read and learn and it shows. For only living in America for only a few years, he is catching on to the English language steadily. Once Eh Ka gets has a better grasp on his reading strategies, he holds the potential to be one of the best students in his class. Until the, continued reading interventions should be centered on:

1.) Comprehension – Eh Ka needs to know how to break a story down into bite-sized pieces of information and relay them to somebody if he is asked. Demonstrations of this would help him greatly.

2.) Re-Reading – As Eh Ka gains fluency, he has a tendency to just read the words, not gaining the information. A re-reading of the text slows him down and helps him see the pieces he has missed, plus it helps him with his comprehension.

3.) Spelling – I did not have enough time to devote a regular portion of our sessions to spelling, but I can see that this is an area of concern and it would help Eh Ka with his fluency in the end.

4.) READ, READ AND READ – Eh Ka needs as much guided reading experience as possible. Books with appropriate level text should be chosen to challenge him and help him gain fluency.
