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There is a huge problem in the Lansing School District and it concerns me. The district may have misinterpreted the No Child Left Behind standards/qualifications for who should be teaching the art, music, physical education and other special course curriculums to the students. Lansing has K-5, self-enclosed classroom teachers, teaching in these subject areas and this decision violates the definition of “Highly Qualified” as spelled out in the law. The curriculum spells out what assignment concentration areas need to be taught, in approximate order. I will concentrate on the art curriculum, because it is a hands-on, experience driven subject and it takes a highly trained person to deliver its content to the students.

In 2001, the Federal Government passed the “No Child Left Behind” Act (NCLB-1). We all know the act as NCLB. According to NCLB, 20 USC 6601. “SEC. 2101. PURPOSE, Item 2, the purpose of the act is to, “hold local educational agencies and schools accountable for improvements in student academic achievement (NCLB-2). Further clarification of who this act effects is spelled out in 20 USC 6602. “SEC.2102.DEFINITIONS. It states,



“‘‘In this part:


‘‘(1) ARTS AND SCIENCES.—The term ‘arts and sciences’ means—


‘‘(A) when referring to an organizational unit of an institution of higher
education, any academic unit that offers one or more academic majors in disciplines or content areas corresponding to the academic subjects in which teachers teach; and
‘‘(B) when referring to a specific academic subject, the disciplines or content areas in which an academic major is offered by an organizational unit described in subparagraph (A)” (NCLB-3).


A deeper look into the law will expose the section that is specific to the Arts in Education. This section states that the NCLB Act is also designed to support Art as an integral part of both levels of education, elementary and secondary. The Act also states in “Subpart 15-Arts in Education, 20 USC 7271, “SEC.5551.ASSISTANCE FOR ARTS EDUCATION, that one of its purposes is, “To help ensure that all students meet challenging State academic content standards and challenging State student academic achievement standards in the arts” (NCLB-4) This portion leaves the curricula up to each state to establish the benchmarks and standards the teachers are to follow while instructing their students. The State of Michigan has performed that task and has its Arts Education, Content Standards and Working Draft Benchmarks. The expectations are broken down into 5 categories, PERFORMING, CREATING, ANALIZING IN CONTEXT, ARTS IN CONTEXT and CONNECTING TO OTHER ARTS, OR DISCIPLINES, AND LIFE (MI-1).

All of this brings us to the endorsements of the teachers capable of administering a curriculum to the students in bite-sized lessons. According to the Michigan Department of Education, in order to teach art (art can be broken down into 20 categories) the teacher must hold an endorsement in Art Education, Visual Arts Education, or Visual Arts Specialist. The codes for these concentrations are LX, LQ, and LZ respectfully. In order to obtain these endorsements, the teacher must obtain a Bachelor’s Degree in Education, with 30 semester credits in an art major, specified by each university (MI-2). This is where I need to list the certificate validity level information for Elementary teachers. Another web-page on the site for the Michigan Department of Education states, “An elementary certificate issued after September 1, 1988, is valid for teaching all subjects grades K-5, all subjects grades in a selfcontained (sic) classroom, and subject area endorsements, as listed on the certificate, in grades 6 through 8” (MI-3). I have to list this, because this is where the Lansing School District starts muddying the waters and I will discuss that later.

The Lansing School District has established an elementary art curriculum for their art teachers to follow. The current edition was revised in 2003, but attempts have been made to have the art teachers collaborate and draft a new, updated version. The 2003 edition spells out lessons and subject areas that the students need to be artistically fluent in as they pass from grade to grade. The art teacher is to build upon the principles and elements of art and create age appropriate lessons for the students to learn from. Basic color theory is given in Kindergarten and built upon at all grade levels. Lines are experimented with in Kindergarten and the topic’s lessons get more detailed as the student progresses. Art History is given. Encouragement is given for the art teacher to cross the curriculum into core classes. The teacher is to be aware of what each grade level is learning, at what time, and, if possible, develop lessons that support those ideals. Writing portions are to be included in some art lessons, to show how art can support English class. The proper use of rulers is to be taught, giving support to math, through fractions and lengths. In short, the 2003 Lansing School District, Art Curriculum is an art pacing guide (Curriculum). The exact lessons are not dictated, but the steps are spelled out pretty well, with each lesson open for interpretation by the teacher, as long as it adheres to the Michigan Department of Education’s Benchmarks and Standards.

All of the above information is given as factual data, obtained from resources available to the outside public. Now it is time to dive into the life of an art teacher in the Lansing School District’s, Art, Music and Physical Education department (AMPE). This is a concentration of specialists that are used two-fold. The first purpose (I would like to believe) is the school’s support of the arts for all of its students. The second purpose for the existence of the AMPE teachers is for relief time for classroom teachers. Contractually, each teacher in the elementary setting is entitled to “X” amount of minutes to be used as a “Planning Period.” They cannot prepare lessons with students under their care, so it is up to the AMPE teachers to take over and administer their knowledge to the students. Some AMPE teachers are lucky enough to have a room of their own, but most travel from room to room, with a cart for supplies.


There are many different forms of learning, which is called the multiple intelligences in the teaching frame. Some students may have a hard time listening to a lecture, but, if given the same information in an art context, they would better understand its meaning and remember it longer. I can use myself as an example, because I am an unclassified case of ADHD. My parents never had me tested for fear of having a label hung upon their child, but I have the attention level of a gnat and the capability to sit in one place like a 6-year old boy hopped up on three Mountain Dews, two Snickers Bars and a sugar beet. If you tell me that Pablo Picasso was born in the late 19th century, in Spain and painted in, and was one of the originators of, the style of Cubism, I would say, “Huh?” But, if you gave me some paint, a canvas and let me paint in Picasso’s style, I would catch on to the meaning behind the lesson. If he (Picasso) interested me, I would start to remember the details of his life, Picasso:

· Born in Spain, 1881

· Blue Period, 1901-1904

· Rose Period, 1904-1906

· Black Period, 1906-1907

· Cubism, 1907-1915

· Died in France, 1973 (Picasso) 
This is very important when you are trying to reach certain students. They say that music can calm the raging beast; I believe that art can calm a raging child. Art is a hands-on, experience driven subject and it takes the mind away from the antiquated teaching techniques still employed by too many of today’s teachers. It takes a special talent to teach art, and the first thing a student wants to know is, “Why should I follow you?” Are you going to learn math from somebody that does not know how to perform the functions they are explaining? No! Are you going to learn to read from somebody that has a hard time reading themselves? No! The students want to know that you can draw, paint, color, weave, mold or just design before they learn from you.

The Lansing School District has taken liberty with the k-5 Certification, ignoring the 30 Credit Hour stipulation it takes in conjunction with a Bachelor’s Degree to obtain an LX, LQ or LZ Certification, necessary for the teacher to teach an art class. This leaves the position open for classroom teachers to jump into an art teaching position, even if they have no art knowledge. A case in point would be seen in the 2006-2007 school year, when, due to cutbacks and lay-offs, a reading specialist, with a K-5 Certification, bumping her way into the AMPE department. This teacher did not know anything about art and literally read a “How To” book in front of the students, trying to teach an art lesson. She lost control of classroom management and the children began to revolt, throwing crayons at the teacher and through blatant insubordination. The woman could not handle the stress of her new position and took a mental leave of absence, lowering her position with the school district to a .5 post. She eventually found another job and left the Lansing School District completely by time the next school year started. There are many other cases of the Lansing School District violating the laws of NCLB and it hurts the students because the “new” teacher does not know, and cannot properly dispense, the art curriculum.

I am not saying that art is hard and that classroom teachers cannot teach art. What I am saying is that, art is a hands-on, experience driven curriculum for the students to learn and it takes a Highly Qualified teacher to deliver the lessons. If you do not know how to mold clay into a coffee cup, how can you teach the children? If you cannot draw a straight line, with a ruler, how can you teach the children? If you do not know the different art movements that have transpired throughout history, how can you teach the students? If you do not know how ancient Chinese Reverse Glass Paintings fit into today’s laminate, layered drawings, how can you teach the students? If you have to read a book as you teach, it means you did not prepare yourself properly and you are probably in the wrong position and you are hurting the artistic development of the students. The curriculum is spelled out and it takes that special talent to pass it along to the students. That special talent is polished via experience and the educating of the educator. There are a lot of flaws with NCLB, but holding schools, and the teachers within, accountable is not one of them. It took a lot of legislators, and a lot of time, to establish the details spelled out in the NCLB Act, and I find it very disturbing that schools like the Lansing School District turn an interpretation of the Federal Government’s law into their favor, trying to save a couple dollars; monies that are provided by the very same Federal Government.
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