Who Cares?
TE 870

Lial Miller

08 November 2009


I live in the country and worked the last 4 years in the city of Lansing and I see similarities how the communities “care” for their schools. But the biggest difference I see between the two environments is the commitment levels to the schools. In the country, you see smaller class sizes, newer school buildings and greater care for the aesthetics of the learning environment. There is a fanatical following of the local high school sports teams, even by the ordinary citizen whose children graduated years ago. In the urban setting I see people that use the school as a babysitter and do not support the teacher, or school as a whole. The school, in return sees the student as a financial gain from the State coffers. There is a commitment to the sporting events, but only for those that see the game as a way out of poverty.

To me, it takes a hand-in-hand commitment between the school, teacher, student and their parent(s) to build a relationship that helps build up the community. In “Small-Town U.S.A.” the school is a focal point and a lot of the people gather for school events. I have seen a 4th grade science fair that out-drew 3 events combined in “Big-City, MI” The parents cared about what their children were learning and wanted to see their work, exhibiting emotional support. It almost takes bribery to get parents to bring their children to an event in Lansing. Most of the teachers here in my village are willing to discuss my children’s progress at the drop of a dime. On the other side, if I get 5 students to stop by and see the art teacher for parent-teacher conferences, I am lucky.

The questions are posed of if I care, why and what about. To me, this is easy. I care about the progress of every student in my school building(s), especially the hard to reach child…the trouble maker. As a hyper child myself, I grew up in trouble, but not trying to find it, it just followed me. As the art teacher, I get to see every student in the school and I get semi-attached to them all. They say you get to know the trouble maker’s names first and we all know it is because you call them out so many times. If I can get a free minute to talk one-on-one with those students, it helps build a rapport and they can see that I am not there to get them in more trouble, but rather to help see them through some bad times. Some times it works, other times it falls on deaf ears. 

My approach to these students answers the next set of questions, or at least my belief as to how to approach them. Most of those kids are yelled at, spanked, if not beaten and always being disciplined. Sometimes it takes a former trouble maker to calmly discuss the events that lead the student into certain situations and try to help them stay clear of them.
It bothers me that there is very little support for today’s teacher and school from both sides of the fence. The State of Michigan says that it supports its schools, but being on the inside I would beg to differ. On the other side, I see the lack of support by the parents as well. If a student does earn a detention, or even a bad grade, due to inappropriate behavior, or lack of effort, I see too many parents that come up to the school screaming and yelling that the teacher has it out for that particular child. This form of support, or lack thereof, needs immediate attention.
