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It is said that, in order to make an effective leader, one must be able to command respect. I believe that this is especially true to be a great teacher. My opinion will blend sections A, B, and C of the readings as I show how and why I believe this to be true.


The first thing a teacher can do to make themselves great is care. Care about their students. Care about their school. Care about their communities. Care about themselves. If you will notice, I put the students first and the teacher last. This is because a great teacher should care that their students succeed, not just now, but for their entire schooling career. Students should not become another piece of meat making up the numbers that pass through our rooms, rather a soul in need of nurturing. When the teacher can see that this young soul is looking to them for guidance and information, then that teacher can start to find a way to reach out to the student and give them what they need.

Another way for the teacher to make themselves great is to care about their school. When the school becomes just a building to teach in, it is time to move on. A school should be a close-knit family. People that see each other on a daily basis (at least for the 180 school days) and they need to find ways of getting to know each other. They should become family. I have about 600 students every year and I keep getting placed in different schools buildings. All told in my four years of teaching, I have had over 2000 students. They are amazed that I can remember their names, even if I have not seen them in two years (so am I). By showing a true interest in your family of students, a teacher will get the interest returned in mass.

We just discussed how a school is supposed to be a representative portion of the community in which you serve. A great teacher does more than just teach in that school building, they are a part of it. And that school building is not just in the community, it is a part of it as well. By contributing to the success of the school, the teacher becomes a part of the community.


Lastly, a great teacher cares for themselves. But by caring for themselves, the great teacher is thinking of their students. A great teacher takes refresher courses, or attends conferences, gaining more content knowledge to pass along to the students. This becomes the incentive toward leadership and vice versa. If you care about “A,” you will care about “B.” In order to command respect, you have to give it first. In order to have your community, school and students care about you as a teacher, you have to care about them first.
