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GRADE: 2nd – Mrs. Ruonavaara

DATE: 21 October 2009

BACKGROUND INFORMATION


Helal’s family immigrated to the Lansing area, from Afghanistan about 5 months ago. This leaves Helal with very little experience with the English language, but he is catching on very fast. He is very smart and willing to partake of the extra efforts necessary to catch up with his second grade classmates. Helal knows his alphabet, but still puzzles with his letter sounds. Although he tries hard, Helal does not yet know the sight words for his grade level, rather he is beginning to learn them from the Kindergarten level and has to build up to his expected level. The school has requested that I start Helal off at a DRA-Magenta 1 (Beginning Kindergarten) reading level. Helal is starting to exhibit reading strategies, but still puzzles through many words. He is catching on fast and he should gain immensely on his second grade classmates throughout this school year.
TESTS ADMINISTERED
1.) Elementary Reading Attitude Survey





Recreational – 2.8
Academic – 3.1
Full Scale – 2.95
2.) Elementary Spelling Inventory



0/25 correct

3.) Letter Identification


Verbal


26/26 correct
4.) Instant Word Identification

40-Word Dolch List
23/40 (Pre-Primer)
5.) Oral Reading Skills


Running Record
11/24 correct
DRA – Magenta 1, Beginning Kindergarten – Emergent Range

OBSERVATIONS


-- Reading Attitude

Helal performed the reading attitude, self-assessment (McKenna & Stahl pgs. 218 – 222) and his scores indicate that he has a general appreciation for reading. For recreational reading, Helal scored a 2.8, on a 4.0 scale. He says that he likes to receive books as a present and to read for fun, but he does not want to interrupt play time to do so. When in an academic setting, reading becomes more important to Helal, as evidenced by his 3.1 score on the 4.0 scale. Combined, Helal’s recreational and academic scores are 2.95 and show that he likes to read, but would rather to do it at school.
-- Word Recognition

Helal was given a 40 word, Pre-Primer Dolch list and he read aloud, receiving a 58% (23 correct). Most of the words Helal decoded correctly were in the one or two letter range (A, I, In, It…), but he was successful with “Yellow and Play” as well. With no pictures to look at for the reading of the Dolch list, Helal had a hard time decoding words with two syllables (Away, Little, Funny…) and four letters (Come, Down, Here…). While Helal displays the basic concepts of print (left to right, top to bottom) I do not hear, or see many reading strategies (sound-outs, decoding, phonemic breakdown) being used. This tells me that Helal needs to start off at the very basic levels of reading. We need to work on word identification, phonics skills, phonemic awareness and reading strategies as we begin to read very basic level books.

-- Oral Reading Accuracy


A Running Record was kept as Helal read “I Can Fly” by Joy Cowley. This story can be found in the school’s DRA, Magenta 1 (Beginning Kindergarten) catalog. Helal read aloud received a 48%, correctly identifying 11 of the 24 words. Even with illustrative support, Helal miscued on the word “Down” each of the nine times it appeared in the story, saying “Do” instead. The other word Helal missed was “Fly,” saying “Fell” both times it appeared. Again, this tells me that Helal needs to start off at the very basic levels of reading. We need to work on word identification, phonetic skills, phonemic awareness and reading strategies as we begin to read very basic level books.


--Comprehension

Reading Comprehension was assessed after Helal read “I Can Fly.” We closed the book and I asked Helal what the story was about and he did not know, or even offer an answer; he just shrugged his shoulders. Even direct questions could not prompt an answer out of Helal. This places Helal in the “No Comprehension” level of the DRA. With little experience with the English language, it is hard for Helal to say the correct words when it comes to expressing himself. With extra reading practice and a better understanding of sight words, Helal will be able to understand what he is reading and be able to retell the story. The extra experience will help Helal with his reading accuracy and fluency. This will help build his comprehension scores by providing the basic skills necessary to understand what the text is portraying, giving him the opportunity to express himself when he tries to relay content in a verbal format.

--Listening Comprehension


The DRA used by the Lansing School District does not assess listening comprehension, therefore no assessment was given. Although, just by talking with Helal, I can tell that he is a very smart child and can retain certain bits of information as it is spoken to him and he follows instructions when given.
--Foundational Skills
 
I was not provided any testing material for Helal to determine his Foundational Skills therefore no determinations were made in these areas. However, I did follow MSU

TE 853 protocol and administer a 25-Word, developmental spelling test (Elementary Spelling Inventory) to assess Helal’s phonics skill level. Helal did not have any words spelled correctly and only received 11 out of the 87 possible points for the assessment. This means that Helal needs work in all aspects of his foundation skills.

As a person having little experience with the written English language, Helal did show signs that he is starting to understand the basic concepts, demonstrating some phonemic awareness. Taking a test without preparing is hard enough, but Helal tried very hard even though he has never heard most of these words in his life. He showed the ability to sound out beginning and final consonants, as well as a few consonant blends (mp in lump, fl in float).
SUMMARY

Helal is a very bright and willing child. He has limited exposure to the English language, but wants to learn as much as he can, as fast as possible. He can speak English well enough to understand him, but the written portion still puzzles him. By starting him off with Pre-Primer words, we can start to build up a sight-word vocabulary, phonics skills and phonemic awareness. With continual practice, I can see Helal learning how to implement reading strategies and, once he grasps the basics of reading, it seems likely that he will catch up to his classmates fast. The short-term reading practice should focus on:
1.) Sight Words – Helal needs to start building a sight word vocabulary. By starting off with a Pre-Primer level, we can gather the basic foundations of the English language and build up from there.

2.) Word Families – Helal needs to start associating words with each other. He will see how long and short vowels make words rhyme, or pair up, creating likenesses. It will help him pronounce words that are similar to those already in his vocabulary.

3.) Reading Strategies – Helal needs to learn when, and how, to implement the different reading strategies. It will help him decode larger words and build fluency.

4.) Re-Reading – By re-reading a text, Helal will start to better comprehend what is being said. Plus it will start to build up fluency

5.) Rear, Read and Read – Helal needs as much guided reading experience as possible. Books with appropriate level text should be chose to challenge him and help him in his quest to catch up to his classmates.
