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According to http://www.funderstanding.com/aboutus/philosophy/learning-by-doing/learning-retention-rates learning retention rates range from 5% (lectures) to 90% (teaching others). But, Johnson states that, “lecturing, or direct teaching, is an essential aspect of classroom instruction. It is now the most common teacher behavior in elementary and secondary schools as well as colleges and universities (pg. 170).” Why do we still use lectures if they have been proven inept? It takes foreknowledge in order to teach. You can only talk about something you know, otherwise, you are still learning. This can be done through open communication (debating, open dialog, etc.) or hands-on learning. Peer-To-Peer teaching/learning is a wonderful concept, but it is also the blind leading the blind when it is not guided. Using the quote of McKeachie, Pintrich, Lin and Smith, used by Johnson (pg. 169) implies that there are too many variables that go into one person’s education. I believe it takes somebody with expertise to teach, not another child. It also takes the willingness to learn before anything will sink in too. You cannot teach anything to somebody that does not want to learn it.

One of my teaching philosophies is, “If you can reach them, you can teach them.” What does it take for you to gain the interest of your students? As an elementary art teacher, I use a lot of humor and acting. I am luck enough to be able to get out of the highly structured classroom and get to play a bit. This alleviates (but not absolves) the pressure of classroom management. It creates a whole different dilemma when trying to keep control before the students want to start developing artworks.

Johnson goes on to show how breaking up a lecture provides opportunity for the information to be re-emphasized (pgs. 170-171). He states that breaking up into small groups can provide time for peers to restate, or discuss the lecture information, providing better retention rates. This is a nice concept and would probably work with older students, but in elementary settings, it would mean disaster. Have you ever tried the catch-and-release method with a bunch of 5 through 10-year-old children? Once they are gone, they’re gone; they will not want to come back in fifteen minutes just to listen to part two of the lecture.

I totally disagree with Johnson’s stance that cooperative base groups provide loving, nurturing environments that will lead to greater/psychological health (pgs 175-176). No offense to my classmates, but that is exactly what you are. I will probably never talk to most of you again when this class is over. Think about it, how many of your previous college classmates do you associate with now? How about the kids you went to high school with? I am 45 years old and I graduated with a class of around 200 students. I currently associate with only two high school friends on a regular basis. This leads me to believe Johnson’s psychobabble is exactly that. Those small group sessions we were put into were temporary environments, meaning only to last for the time designated.

Even though Deering says the approach is ineffective, I really appreciated the story about Mr. Gallo’s approach to small groups; you have to show me you want to be in small groups (pg. 11). This is great. I am accused of being strict. Even the kids call me a drill sergeant behind my back. I do not care, as long as they behave in my classroom. Art class is a privilege, not a right. If they do not want to be there, they are free to leave, but will have to explain their reasoning to their parents and me. If I am allowed to teach, I let the students be themselves, as long as they keep the noise to a dull roar. This allows autonomy for the students and promotes responsibility fro them as well. Once they are in my classroom willingly, I can use Art to reach them. Once I have them, I can teach them. I do not believe another student, without prior knowledge, can do the same. By the time I cut them loose into small groups, it is time to sit back and watch the creativity begin. It may be small grouping, but in the end, it is individual will that helps a student learn.

