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In Art, every assignment is a form of group lesson (at least in my room). I present the lesson, giving the parameters of the assignment, and I release the students to their own talents. I allow the floor to be open and the students have the freedom to wander around the room, interacting with each other. This lets them get ideas from their peers as well as brainstorm new ones. The end result is purely an individual act (for most assignments), but the process of getting there is group oriented.

IF I do assign a group Art project, there is usually somebody that slacks off in each group and the “whole” suffers for the “parts.” Collaboration amongst artists is usually reserved for those with experience. This way the participants have the maturity to see that the project does not suffer in the end.

