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The questions posed are more core curriculum based. As an art teacher, I am at the luxury of moving my room around, or having my students move around, forming groups and centers. There are many reasons I do this and it varies from project to project. Here are a few ways I can do this in my art class:

1.) I always try to have my students in groups. I am limited in my budget and I need to make supplies spread thin yet cover every student. It is much easier to provide 8 sets of crayons than 32. The kids do not mind sharing, plus it builds up social responsibilities and awareness.

2.) If we are painting, I can easily set up 12 one-color stations, refilling each color when it runs out. This is much more effective than giving 32 students 12 colors each and watching most of it go to waste through mixing (the kids love to see how gross they can make a plate look), or leftovers.

3.) Stations are really cool when I have multiple mediums to implement into a project. If we are building “Found Item Sculptures” I can have each station consist of 1 or 2 items and let the students choose which order (or if) they wish to use them.

There are some drawbacks to lumping students together though:

1.) They talk all the time and you might think it was recess, or in the lunchroom. This blows my ears out.

2.) The stations become a huge mess because there are too many areas to watch over and kids are not exactly the best supervisors over cleanliness.

3.) With over 600 students to see every week, having the students moving all over makes it very hard to know whom you are talking to. Seating charts allow for consistency, but the movement scraps that concept away.

Despite the setbacks, I prefer to have groups, centers and stations. It makes my life much easier and helps me keep my important supplies under control.

