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I believe in the concept of “Ability Based” classrooms, but to what extent I am not sure. Should some students be able to take college prep courses while others have to struggle their way through a menial class of the same subject? Why not? If child “A” is capable of handling the course load, why subjugate him to the material “beneath” him? In the same respect, if child “B” cannot handle the work, why embarrass him by placing him in a class that is “over his head?”

Now, if I may, can I put a twist on the question presented? I fully understand the political and social reasoning behind my question, but why do we mainstream “Special Needs” students? As an art teacher, I have no problem accepting the fact that I will have to teach every student in my school buildings. I do wonder why I cannot just service the “Special Needs Room” as a separate entity, instead of having to modify my lessons for the classrooms they (the students with special needs) are assigned to. I am not trying to be harsh, or politically incorrect, rather I am looking at it from the eyes of practicality.

IF I were able to service a Special Needs room as its own entity, I could develop lessons that are better geared toward the student population. I taught in a building that serviced a lot of the Physical and Other Health Impairment (POHI) students from the district. The POHI students were assigned to different classrooms and I had to have different sets of project assessments for both, mainstream and POHI students. If we painted a landscape and a POHI student were not capable of holding a paintbrush, I also had to provide a digital camera and have a Para-pro escort my POHI student outside, so they could demonstrate the knowledge of the concept “landscape” through photography. No real problems in the grand scheme, but if I am designing two lessons anyway, why not teach it to two classes? It only slowed down the lesson progression for the mainstream students. Plus, while delivering the two-sided lesson, I had to maintain classroom management for the other half that was not involved at the time. Now, couple this ideal with having Hearing Impaired students. The school provided me an interpreter, but I still had to learn SOME sign language to get me by. Could you communicate with these students? 

The mainstream students have a tendency to pick on the Special Needs students also. I cannot begin to tell you how many “teaching moments” I have had to stop the class for, or how many times I have had to explain why certain students get away with certain things. Have you ever tried to stop an Autistic child from cleaning up an art room while the rest of the class is listening to directions to another step to the assignment? I have and it is not fun either way. One side says that the Autistic child is getting away with not listening, while if I stopped the child, he would have had a meltdown right there in class. Sometimes it is just better to choose the lesser of the two evils.

The question presented was all geared toward Ability Based classrooms, but in the smarter end of the scale. I have just asked a ton of questions at the bottom of that same scale.

