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To me, the word curriculum is a two-edged sword; both boring and fun at the same time. As a school setting, curriculum is the boring, political portion that all teachers must follow. In an art class setting it starts to get fun, because now we begin to talk about the principles and elements of art. I am the least political person you will find, preferring to take the shortest route to having fun.


In every school there is the boring task of following the rules. Somewhere in time, a group of people sat together and decided what, exactly, a school needed to teach a student, and when it needed to be taught. Ho-hum!!! Art is such a wonderful subject that it does not really need such a guide. Common sense should be the rule of thumb. If a student “can,” let them. If a student “cannot,” either teach them so they “can,” or let them experiment so they “might.” Sooner or later every student “can,” it would just be a matter of how well they “can.” If the context confuses you, the “can,” “cannot” and “might” refers to each student’s ability to perform in any given area of art.

Does all of that mean that there should be no directive in art lessons? No. I believe that, just as with any subject matter, art needs to be taught using a scaffolding approach. Each student needs to know color theory before they can implement the freedom of adding color to an art piece. They need to understand one, or two-point perspective before drawing a landscape/cityscape using depth. Once the building blocks will fall into place, the art pieces start to have better aesthetics and appear compositionally complete. After that, each person starts to develop their own style of art and the beauty of self-expression will begin to flow. Thankfully there has been only one Pablo Picasso, Leonardo da Vinci, Claude Monet, Andy Warhol and Vincent van Gogh. Each artist provided the world wonderful pieces of art. People may learn from those artists’ styles, but the list of masters’ works cannot be improved, only changed. The new artist must develop a sense of artistic awareness and create new pieces for tomorrow’s students to learn from.

This brings us to the principles and elements of art. They are the building blocks I have spoken of. They are:
· Principles:

· Emphasis – The center of interest.

· Harmony – The use of components, creating a blend.

· Unity – Using variety, yet following harmony

· Opposition/Contrast – The use of opposites to create unity.

· Elements:

· Color

· Line

· Shape

· Value

· Texture

· Volume/Form
Did you notice I did not spend a lot of time talking about the boring portion concerning the word curriculum? That is because I hate the politics that go along with the art teaching position. I understand them, but they are boring and I was always taught that, “If you don’t have anything nice to say….” Every person is an artist; it is just a matter of to what extent. So many people say that they cannot draw, not even a stick person. I just ask them if they tried using a ruler. The curriculum in art can be expanded, or retracted as necessary; it is almost like a living document, flowing with the capacity of each student/class. Once the abilities are determined, let the freedoms (and the fun) begin.
