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I am going to put a twist on the research lesson principle Lewis talks about. She says that the Japanese let the flow of the lesson dictate the progression and direction of the project/study and this can be a wonderful way of teaching. But, how effective would this style be if it is met with resistance?


In America, there are too many outside influences upon a classroom. You should always have the teacher, overseen by the administrator, in charge. The curriculum is set before the year starts (most curriculums are breathing entities, leaving room for change), letting the teacher know what/when they need to teach certain subject matter. Now, toss in parents and school board members that think they know best for the children, but know little as how to teach. Then there is the United States Government that, putting it bluntly, have their collective heads up their butts, but keep telling the teachers what they need to teach and how well we are supposed to be doing it; all while cutting school budgets, handcuffing the teacher at the same time.

Art is a wonderful subject to teach. You can let the assignments flow like the Japanese science model in Lewis’ observations. You can be direct, giving all the details of a lesson. You can just set out the medium and let the students show you what they can do with it. An art movement may be shown and the students can work in that style. Any way you choose is a good way and observations can be made at any time. The parents of all my students have an open invitation to come and play with their children in the classroom. A few have came, but most have not. Student prior knowledge can lead to faster assignments, or more in depth projects. It all comes down to letting the lesson flow like the river.
