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I have a long list of lessons that I have tried with my students over the last four years. There are those that flew well and those that flew like a lead balloon. I also have a lot of lessons I would like to try; ones that have been given to me by my colleagues. While looking for lessons on the internet, I have compiled a series of sites that contain a cache of ideas, but like advice, it is neither good nor bad until you try to implement them.


 As I perform my survey in person, I ask art teachers questions that stray from my questionnaire. If I can get into their classroom, I see what projects they have in process and, if possible, I request a copy of the lesson idea. I can see what projects they thought the students did well on, because the best work is hanging on the walls. Some teachers even use the walls themselves as a medium, permitting the students to paint them.

When I attend the National Art Educators Association (NAEA) Conference, I plan on taking a ton of survey questionnaires. Each list contains 10 questions about a teacher’s budget and where they spend it. After the conference, I will compile the information, seeing where the best place is to look into for spending future allowances.


The only “notes” can keep pertaining to my inquiry is former purchase orders for supplies and a computer log of lesson progression. By tracking my spending habits, and supply needs, I can see what lessons succeeded and which ones failed. I can also see how much of my budget I have allocated toward those lessons.
