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Zeichner talks about the different ways teachers con reflect upon their careers, or lessons, but as a new teacher, how do you know what you are supposed to be looking at/for? This is only the fourth year of my second career. Being a machinist, I knew immediately if I had performed my job well, or not. As a teacher, I have no clue, unless it is told to me.


The only real mentor I have had made me take a hard look at what, how and why I was teaching certain lessons. My approach to situations was critiqued. The way I talked to, and with my students always led to comments. But, this was not me being reflective, rather the mentor’s directions.


To me, the best way to reflect upon my teaching career is to listen to my students. I have a strict, hard-core, old-style approach to a classroom, but that is out of necessity. As a traveling art teacher, that only sees the students for 40 to 60 minutes once per week, I need to obtain classroom management fast. This has earned me the nickname of “The Art Nazi” since the start of the school year. Now that we are three-quarters through the year, I get comments and cards saying how much my students love being in my class. The other day, a mom picked up her son after school, took the time to turn around just to tell me how much her child used to hate art, but he loves my class now. 

I am my own worst critic. Every thing I do has faults and shortcomings. If I were to look at my lessons, I would never teach them again. Plus, I get real bored teaching the same thing over and over. Therefore, I am always on the hunt for a new approach for old lessons, or ideas. In art, “Line” can be taught a hundred different ways, it is up to me to find an exciting way for the children to get involved. Once they get involved, it is easier to keep them interested in art.
