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In art, the students can have a lot of say, which direction a lesson progression takes. Experimentation with any form/style/movement can take place at any time. If I use the students as partners doing research, they can have input in what qualifies as a quality lesson. After that, it is up to the teacher to find the funds to produce the assignment results.

Inclusion of the students can be pre-acknowledged, or kept secret. If I ask them which direction they would like to go, they have direct input. If I just lay forward an art style, leaving the results to chance, the students can tell me if they have the ability to succeed in that style without saying a word.

One of the things I keep telling my students is, “I do not give away trade secrets.” They ask me “what are we doing today” all the time and my pat answer comes into play. On occasion, I have given the students the choice of which lesson they wished to do. One class even talked me into combining two lessons together because they had fallen behind my pace with other classes. This lesson turned out to be one of the better projects the students performed. 


I can see the pros and cons of using the students as research partners. The students do not know the curriculum, or which direction they should be going, but they do know what they like and, if I can find a way to fit it into the curriculum, their choices can turn ordinary projects into works of art.
