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The main thing I got out of this reading was that teachers are responsible for preparing their students for standardized testing. The better a student does, it will improve the class’ scores. The better a class does, it will improve the school’s scores. The better the school does, it will improve the state averages, etc. I find that to be bologna.


Standardized testing only sets up schools for failure. I agree that we, as teachers, are supposed to prepare the students to become better learners, but the demands placed upon us by the government are unreasonable. Some schools are so financially crunched, that they are cutting expenses wherever possible and still have to keep growing in test score numbers. 

Today’s teachers have 30-plus children in their rooms and this means the teacher cannot devote one-on-one time if it necessary (and it is). The inclusion of children with special needs, mainstreaming POHI, and HI students slow down the learning process. Do not forget the students that just o not want to be in school. They drag down each day’s morale. The behavior challenged student that takes 10% of the class period just for the teacher to maintain classroom management hurts the rest of their peers. It all adds up, but the government does not see, or care about, this.
The main thing that hurts American test scores is the lack of funding for the schools. How are we supposed to be competitive if we do not have the same resources to train our subjects? There are very few classrooms that have computers in them. The school might have 30 in a lab, but this requires sharing them and community property always seems to fall apart. Teachers are using yester-year’s text books because the school cannot afford to provide new ones. 

There are too many ways to prove the underfunding of today’s teaching environment. If the government wants America to be umber one again, we have to find ways of providing the means for success. Until then, we will gradually slip into oblivion.

