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I agree with the opening idea of, the teacher sets the tone of the classroom. The teacher can (or should be able to) control the nature of the environment, making it conducive to learning. In art it is a very hard thing to accomplish. I am in six schools, twenty-four classes and I see five hundred, seventy-eight students. Therefore I fall into the “strict and ordered” category. It is the only way I can get any of my projects finished.

Another section I agree with is the Handal and Lauvas portion. In art, it is hard for me to get excited about an assignment without passing it on to the students. In trying to make the lesson appealing I sell myself (not hard to do) and as I am passing along the information along, the project sells itself to the children. Once they get excited, they start talking about the work to be done, whether I am finished or not; this makes it hard for me to finish my part and I usually have to let them get started, breaking the lessons into halves.
Personal experiences have a deep involvement on my teaching style. I am an older person, growing up in the late 60’s, through the 70’s, and times were different then. I had a few negative influences, but use them as a way I want to change for my students. Being told that you will never pass a class was demeaning (and I have heard a teacher use that term on one of their students in today’s environment), therefore I try to keep my classroom upbeat and a place where children like to come, get involved and express themselves. By doing this I fall into David Berliner’s ideal of high rates of success are needed for children to learn. In art, if you create, you succeed.
