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Hubbard and Power talk about taking the time to write; whether it is notes or rough drafts, during class periods. I disagree. Who has that kind of time, and if they do, they are doing something wrong. Students take precedence in the classroom. You cannot tell me that you have 20 to 30 geniuses that need no supervision once a lesson is given. Every student deserves a little one-on-one time with the teacher and this means no alone time for that teacher.

If you try to use planning time as an allocated time for writing, you have missed the point again. Planning time is exactly that, time to plan and prepare for upcoming lessons. If you use that frame for anything else, you are robbing your students of the best you can give. At the worst, a teacher should use planning time to regroup and rest before taking on another round of student behavior.


This leaves nights and weekends to write and, if you have a family, that time is called for before you even think about it. Your family should come before anything, even your students, when it comes to your personal time. Your children will be grown and gone before you know it, so enjoy them while you can. The research writing can wait for a better time.


I do agree with letting others critique your work. Constructive criticism can be a wonderful thing; you just cannot take the negative comments to heart. As an artist, people have been giving me their viewpoints for decades now. I listen to what they have to say, take into consideration the source of the comment (some people don’t know their butts from a hole in the ground, but still give their opinion) and adjust my work as I see fit. It is like advice, neither good or bad until put into effect.
