I see myself in the discussions in the fact that I try to open my classroom to Authentic Learning. Sometimes I open the floor to lesson suggestions, especially if I have a class that is ahead of the curriculum curve. I have had elementary students, for the better part of my 4 year career, but this does not mean that they do not have “wishes” as well as older students.
I think a good teacher feeds off the students’ abilities and wants. I understand that we are forced to follow curricula and pacing guides (where necessary), but that doesn’t mean we have to follow the old fashioned way of dispensing knowledge. By finding things that excite the students, you have a better connection to them and create a greater interest in the information you need to pass along. It’s all a two-way street.

An example I can give about feeding off the students’ interests is the lesson I developed for Graffiti. Working in an urban setting generates a lot of difficulties in finding something they will all relate to. So, I looked around the school and saw gang “tags” all over the city. I opened the floor up for discussion about graffiti and why it exists. The flood gates were opened and it took a whole class period just to talk about, show quality examples of and demonstrate graffiti. The next class period, I had the students perform their own names “in the style of,” while using the chosen medium: color pencils.
I like the International High School and Urban Academy ideals. I believe in networking; it can be very enlightening how another teacher approaches the same subject.

