HELL-O!!! Fried may as well have been talking about me in parts of chapter four. I am a classic case of a cross between a category 4 and 5; the plugger, mixed with the goof-off. I hated school (already stated), but I could sure perform well when I felt the need to do so.
My thoughts of chapter 4 were more emotional than anything else because most of the writing follows my belief in the need to uproot the common practice of teaching as we know it. All students learn in different fashions and we must develop new ways of reaching those multiple intelligences. As a student, teacher and a parent, I despise standardized tests. Why should we compare student A to student B, C, or D if they all learn in different ways and speeds. I appreciate NCLB’s “accountability” standard, but feel that a lot of others do not feel the same. I think the whole aspect of school needs to be revisited, rethought and re-established. The current method hurts too many students in Fried’s 5, 6 and 7 categories. If the student does not take school seriously, or does not want to learn, our current system lacks the way of developing intrinsic motivation.
As for Abd Al-Maalik, I think this is a classic case of a new teacher in most urban settings. From experience I can tell you that it is very hard to build a rapport with your students. It is also very hard to develop a mutual respect with them and, as I just stated, an intrinsic motivation within the students. It will take a new mentality and breed of teacher to develop a better learning environment in the cities. It is very hard to work in this setting and there is no reward for your performance. The students live in broken homes and have little, or no, adult support and the school is supposed to be a refuge from that lifestyle. But, as Fried states, inner-city schools have terrible turn-over rates, leaving the students to feel that the school system is just an extension of their homes.
