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The strength of Neil Postman’s position is his belief that technology needs to be heavily implemented into the curriculum. On the other side, I believe that Postman side stepped the subtraction of Jesus from the classroom, although he mentioned it, making this his weakness. Personally, I think that Jesus should be the first factor in the classroom; everything else comes after Jesus and all education is based upon him.

Postman raises the concept of how the introduction of technology in today’s curriculum has changed who we, as teachers, teach. While reading Postman’s “Five Things We Need to Know About Technological Change,” I could not help but be reminded of the Buggles song, “Video Killed the Radio Star.” While growing up, I used to listen to “Masterpiece Theater” on the radio. This program became a thing of the past after M-TV started showing music videos, causing a mass exodus from the radio programs. I can also remember having to mail letters and make phone calls from home. Does all of that make me old, or just reminiscent?


For every parasite to survive, it must take from its host. Sooner or later, the host will pass away and the parasite must find another source for survival, or it will face its own demise. I believe that the internet could be one of the most powerful inventions of mankind, but at what cost? Mankind has perverted the internet and even uses it as a way to attack us from a distance, by having unwanted pop-ups and pornography available at your fingertips, regardless of age. A teacher could use the internet as a powerful tool to teach the students, but they have to be like a farmer watching over his chickens for fear of the proverbial fox coming to destroy the minds of the youth.

In a few of this assignment’s reading assignments/opportunities, Postman talks about television and its power in society and the classroom. I have observed classrooms with “Channel 1,” a student led and oriented programming station that is used to bring up daily news highlights and announcements. The children that participate in Channel 1 gain valuable knowledge at how to work in the television vocation. The other students have a half-hearted approach to how much attention is spent watching Channel 1. It does not interest them; therefore it is a necessary evil in the classroom.

Speaking of evil, any reader can see that Postman has some form of religious background. Education is based upon Jesus. People used to teach their children how to read, so that child may grow up and be able to read from the Word of God. Today’s society is trying its best to remove Jesus from the classroom and replace him with secular beliefs. A teacher would be proverbially crucified, in today’s environment, if they were to use the Bible as an education tool. You are better off preaching gay rights and evolution than proper morals and the creation of the Earth. It is my belief that, due to the lack of Christ in society we lack the discipline necessary to succeed as teachers. Postman also alludes to this fact in his “Five Things We Need to Know About Technological Change.”

Neil Postman saw the use of technology as a tool; for better, or for worse. Television, computers, cell phones and what-not are all integrated into our societal fiber, but they took out some wonderful ideas as they came in. One thing we cannot live without is Christ in society. If Postman really wanted to stir things up, he should have pushed this fact a lot harder.
