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Double Zero Graffix is mostly a company that was designed as an excuse for me to draw (and sell) my artwork. I concentrated on the portraits of major sport stars and, just for fun; I would try to get the drawing autographed when I was finished. The company proved to be a front, gaining me special considerations and permission by certain Detroit entities to utilize their player and logo designs. A year ago, I decided to invest into a webpage designed for my business. I had been creating a lot of artwork and people wanted to see it, but carrying around a portfolio for those just-in-case moments was not prudent, so I paid a friend $300 to perform his magic. My request was to have nothing fancy, just something I can bring up on any computer to show off my talent. By looking at my webpage through the eyes of the WEBBY AWARDS, judging criteria (content, structure/navigation, visual design, functionality, interactivity and overall experience), I can see that I got what I requested and paid for.


According to the Webby Awards, a good webpage’s content has more than just words. There is “music, sound, animation, video…” to bring the visitor deeper into the site. Each drawing has a little story about how, or why, I drew the picture. It may be just because I liked a particular player, or how hard I tried to get a signature, but the stories added a little personality. I compare this to the criteria and ask myself how I could incorporate better content without getting in trouble. I cannot use music or video of my subjects without crossing copyright laws. I checked with a copyright lawyer and he said that my drawings were skirting a fine line, but as long as my pictures were “different to the untrained eye” permissible to use. 
Thinking about the other two criteria (sound and animation) I can see that these can be implemented easily. An example could be as easy as having the sound of a baseball bat hitting a ball every time you open a new baseball player’s portrait. This can be coupled with having the player “fly” up as if he were hit by the bat. The other sports can have similar sound/animation additions, subject to each sport’s action.
The structure/navigation of doublezerograffix.com has potential, but is not 100%. I have asked my designer to create “buttons” of each sport to take a visitor into a room with their stars, but it just has not happened yet. This would eliminate the long, linear look the site currently has. Once in a room, I could have a series of small “closets,” one for each team, but that might be overkill since I do not have that many drawings. Plus, one of the things the Webby Awards looks for is how quick a visitor can get to their destination.

Next is visual design and, being an artist, I am a little biased here. I think my artwork speaks for itself and having it online is an added bonus. If I can get the “buttons” I requested for the structure/navigation, I think it will help doublezerograffix.com, but not that much.
There are some opportunities for the visitor to be interactive while looking at the webpage. You can check your transaction results and account. If you wish, there is a way to contact me, but all that is listed is my phone number. Again, I have requested this to include an established e-mail address, but it has not happened either. I would like to add a place for customer comments, or constructive criticism. There could also be a place for the customer to request their favorite player, or family member. Commissioned artwork is not that popular, but if the money is there….follow it. 
By making the changes listed above, I think the overall experience will be better when visiting my webpage. My busy schedule prevents me from creating current work, but this will change with time. Adding new items will generate return visitors and start word-of-mouth advertising. Better thoughts about wording and subject matter will also create an internet visibility. The more people visit a webpage, the more other sites want to be linked to it. As you can see, I am not very happy with my webpage and change is coming. When, I do not know, but it will come.
