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Homer Hickam used Sputnik as his inspiration to become a rocket scientist. There was little hope of escaping his community’s socioeconomic grip. The young boys either grew up to be coal miners, like their fathers, or went on to college via a football scholarship, due to the fact that their families could not afford to send them to school. 

The football games held at the high school were the place to see and be seen for more than just the players. In a small town high school events are the social meeting venues. The parents show support for their children by showing up, but chat their way through the game with their friends from work, or around the town. You went to the games even if you did not have a child playing. But, here is where I will bring up the question, if going to the football game for support and social reasons was seen as the right thing to do, why couldn’t his father show emotional support when Homer’s vocational choice differed from the normal path given to the other boys?


How many television interviews of sports stars have we seen where an athlete has a terrific game and thanks his parent(s) for supporting them as they grew up? What goes into that support? Is just going to the game enough? What about the father that takes his son in the backyard and throws bottle caps, teaching the boy how to bat a baseball? Where does that line of support begin and end? Then there is the dad that ties a tire up to an old oak tree limb so that, when swung, the target makes it difficult for the child to hit with thrown footballs. In the end, what is all this support? The answer is love.

According to Ellen Schreker’s, The Legacy of McCarthyism, some University of Chicago students were inspired to petition for a coffee vending machine, but were denied support due to the fact that some of the gathered signatures were by people of questionable ethical background; but whose ethics were in question?  If we bring this case up to the 21st century, and pose the same question, is there a reason somebody would refuse to sigh a petition? OK, let’s pretend that the local branch of the Klu Klux Klan started a petition to build a monument to all of the victims of September 11, 2001. Would you sign? If the answer is no, why not? Is the cause not worthy enough to overlook the fact of who is initiating the project?

The opening statement in Educational Wastelands states that “Americans have unbounded faith in schools, but they seem to distrust the results of schooling.” We have little choice but to trust the schools. By law a child has to be enrolled in some form of educational facility until they are sixteen years old. How well they do has too many factors to discuss here, but one of them is support, but where does the support come from? 

Inspiration comes from many different things and pushes us in various ways. Without support, where would Homer have ended his life? Would he have worked in the coalmine, eventually taking over his father’s job? Was the threat of communism all that was needed for Homer to be inspired and succeed? Homer Hickam received support from his teacher first, the workers at his father’s coalmine second and finally the townsfolk. By the time Homer’s father showed his support, it was almost too late; Homer had already achieved his dream.
