Reflection Paper

CEP 800/815/822

Lial Miller

30 July 2010


When I started the Educational Technology program here at Michigan State University, I had minimal experience with computers. I thought the CEP 810/811/812 classes were rough. I had never experienced any of the programs we went through, but survived. Those classes were supposed to be just electives for me to apply toward a Masters in Teaching and Curriculum degree, but they became the first steps for me in the Masters in Educational Technology program.


I signed up for the CEP 800/815/822 crash course and I did not know what to expect. I met Punya in his office and asked him if he had any problems with a novice in his class. He said that I would have no problems and that he would answer all the questions that I had and not to worry. Then I got into the classroom…. one of the first things that came out of the instructor’s mouths was something to the extent of: If you ask us questions, we’re going to ask you if you “Googled” the answer. I was freaking out inside because I have never used Google, let alone knew where, or how, to look very deep for answers.


I found Punya’s approach to teaching to be very exciting and relaxed. It was a hands-on approach and it made me get my mind involved with educating myself. Going out to take pictures of our personalities was fun and I thought that I would end up with the ladies I sat with on the first day. Then we had to write down out “technology self-evaluation number” and sit with others near that number. Personally, I would have mixed it up differently, giving high and low numbers to each group, but I can see that the high numbered person would have been looked to as a pillar by those without prior knowledge. This would not have been fair and slowed down the learning processes. I enjoyed working with my group-mates, even though I felt like I had dragged them down a bit. Craig McMichael was made the defacto leader and did a wonderful job of keeping our group in line with the class as we jumped from project to project.


One thing I did not like was all the assignment jumping. I like to start a project and work on it until I am comfortable and get to a stopping point. Otherwise, I have a tendency to forget what I did, how I got there, or where I was headed. Punya kept giving 20 minutes to work on a project and would call us back together so he could discuss another program. I wanted to strangle him. Every time I started to get into a groove, it was time to bail out and switch gears. I think I blew a transmission somewhere in week two. 

If I were to associate this with our readings, it would go with Shulman’s, “What Is Learning and What Does It Look Like When It Doesn’t Go Well” (1). To be more precise, if I do not use a newly learned topic, I will suffer through Shulman’s “Amnesia.” I was getting real good at taking all my photographs, switching them over to Internet format, and inserting them into my portfolio. We changed topics and went on to another exercise and by the time I went back to uploading my pictures, I forgot what I was doing and how I was doing it. I started to re-play with the program (paint.net) and figured it back out, but as I was uploading them into my web page Portfolio, the site said I had reached my limit. Argh!!!! It took me another two hours to figure out that I had to go through about 5 steps to remove extra, unnecessary photographs, but I did find out. In the meantime, I also figured out a back-door way to keeping my photo count low…make another web page and link to that. This way I could upload as many pictures as I wished and, for a visual person like myself, this was wonderful. The final result impressed myself (not hard to do) because I had figured it out myself… just like “It’s As Simple As One, Two, Three. The Pleasure Of Finding Things Out” (2).

Another reading assignment I can associate with is, “ The Theory Behind Disciplined Inquiry” (3). It says, Teachers can capitalize on children’s natural enthusiasm for learning by making their classrooms places where students explore important questions.” This is how I love to learn. Give me a topic and let me go. I gather so much more knowledge by myself than if a teacher was to stand in front and lecture. This holds true for this series of CEP classes as well. I have gone completely over-kill on my assignments, even taking my Dream IT project to the Provisional Patent stage. I have been more excited doing that HUVRIFFTT idea than I have with anything in quite some time. My eyes light up as I am working out the details. I hurry my speech. It is actually fun and that is hard to do…excite me with labor; I usually just do my task and move on to the next chore.

As I said in class, on the last day of the first two weeks, I grew up always being told I could, or would, not be able to do something. This falls in line with Sternberg and Williams, “How To Develop Student Creativity” (4). The first paragraph in the “Building Self-Efficacy” section says,


“The main limitation on what students can do is what 

they think they can’t do. All students have the capacity 

to be creators and experience the joy associated with 

making something new, but first you must give them a 

strong base for creativity. Sometimes teachers and 

parents unintentionally limit what students can do by 

sending messages that express or imply limits on 

student’s potential accomplishments.”

Being told “NO” is not always a good thing and being told that you would not pass is not even an implication. It is a direct abuse of power. I may have struggled with the programs and the content of this class, but I figured it out. I asked a lot of questions (to classmates, my instructors and yes…to Google) and received a lot of verbal help, but I survived. I also feel like I did a fairly decent job at gathering data and support for my assignments. But then, I am my own worst critic because I have always had a “prove them wrong” mentality and that means I try to be as nearly perfect as I can get…not always a good thing. 


One last reading assignment I want to touch on is, “Mind Changing In A Formal Setting” (5). The portion called “Changing Minds Through Representational Redescription” had 7 bullet points in changing minds by teaching to the multiple intelligences. Point 5 – Aesthetics – and point 6 – Hands On – are all me. As an art teacher, everything I see or do has a layout, or composition. Most things are pleasing to the eye, others…not so much. As a kinesthetic learner, I need to get my hands and mind “dirty” in order for me to have better understanding of what is being taught. Every lesson we did in these classes made me think and do. I tried to be as creative and precise as I could under the time constraints and I am pleased with my progress…not satisfied, but pleased.


As I stated before, I was real excited about doing the Dream IT assignment. I went off the deep end and crossed over to include the fire department, using training and academy sessions instead of a classroom. I also said that I have taken this project up to the extent of Provisional Patent application. I fully intend on pursuing this to see how far I can push it toward reality. Fire fighting is a very dangerous trade and we can use every ounce of training we can get to ensure ourselves that we will be able to go home when we are finished entering a dangerous situation. Nothing can be 100% guaranteed, but the more a fire fighter trains, the more confident he becomes. The more confident he becomes, the better at his job he will be. The law has effectively taken “Practice Burns” out of the fire trade and there is no way of providing a realistic way of training fire fighters to enter a burning building. The HUVRIFFTT would change all that. 

How far I can see this into reality will depend on how many people I can discuss the minor details. There are microprocessors that need to control the pieces. There are parts that need to be designed to connect to the whole. How does the programming work? How hard is it to program a realistic version of a burning building into a video game? Can the correct sounds be included without endangering the recorder? What about the Thermal aspect? Can a blanket be installed that will heat up interactively with the scene as it unfolds? There are so many details to iron out that it will take at lweast a year just to get them in order and started.

My main job is Art Teacher, but I am close to including Computer Teacher to that resume. Based upon my experience with CEP 810/811/812, in conjunction with my K-12 Art Certification, I was able to teach Computer Applications to first through twelfth grade during the 09/10 school year, but it was very challenging for me because I am not that confident in my skills. I feel like most of those children already know more than me and it was hard to keep them entertained. One thing I had going for me was the fact that the schools only wanted me to teach Word, Excel and PowerPoint. With the addition of the CEP 800/815/822 crash course we just went through, I feel much more confident to include little side tasks and would ask permission to include lessons on Wiki’s or Google Sites. The kids would remain interested in my lessons and that is a key component to my style of teaching.

Teaching Art in an Inner-City environment, I am not privy to much access to technology. If I am lucky, I can include one or two lessons per grade that uses the computer. There are no “Smart Carts” for me to drag from room to room. There is no magic set up I can use from school to school. I am at the mercy of where I am placed and what they have available. If ever given a chance to have some consistency (I have introduced myself to 19 schools over my five years of teaching, and at about 600 students per year, that equals a lot of faces to try and remember) I would like to push for the inclusion of technology based Art in some manner. Using some of the programs learned here in Punya’s class, I could introduce the students to digital photography, photo-editing, or even web-design. The main problem is, again, the lack of available technological resources; the money is just not there.

As for the programs we learned about here in CEP 800/815/822, I would like to be able to stand in front of a classroom and be comfortable telling others how to do their work. Like I said when it came to teaching Computer Applications, I just think that most of the students will already know more than I do as we get started. IF I were placed in an outright Computer Technology class, I think I could handle myself, but it sure would be challenging. For me, the key component to any class is to make my assignments challenging enough, without making the students feel like they are being overwhelmed. It might work for Punya, but High School students hold revolts, college students do not. I would like to think I could get up to Punya’s speed of teaching, but he has a completely different approach and I would fall apart a few times getting there.

It is hard for me to look five years down the line and say what, or where I would like to be. As a realist, I can see that I will still be lucky to have a teaching job and I am not much into dreams (sorry Dr. Martin Luther King); I am into goals. As I worked on my HUVRIFFTT project, I saw great things. I can see many fire fighters using this piece of technology to prepare themselves to do their jobs. As I went around my small circles and travels, I described my idea and every one of them said it sounded like a great idea and that they would like one in their hall to train with. Fire fighters are like a brotherhood, everywhere you go, you have the same experiences and we can talk with each other like family. I asked my extended family members in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, Cleveland and Toledo, Ohio, Lake Orion, Fenton, Flint, Laingsburg and my home Department, Atlas Township, Michigan. It was fun to meet those brothers and I would love to be able to help them stay sharp. In five years, I would like to have the HUVRIFFTT fully developed and in full circulation. If I were granted a Provisional Patent for my idea, it would give me one year to narrow down some of the details and get this project ready for a Regular Patent. After that one year of chasing down the details, I can see the manufacturing of the HUVRIFFTT and I can see myself traveling all over the world to demonstrate, sell, or train customers how to operate the system. If you call this a dream, so-be-it, but I consider it a goal and I am just bull-headed to reach that goal.
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