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I am an electronic dinosaur. I do not carry a cell phone, know how to text anybody and barely know how to properly use a computer. While taking this course, it is my goal to try and gain a minimum grasp on the basic concepts of technology. This way I can implement some of the different forms in my classroom.

Let’s start with Microsoft Word. I know how to write papers for school and such, but how can I create a newsletter for my students and their parents to know about the happenings in out art room? Also, I find it funny when an art teacher cannot be creative enough to generate an interesting looking paper for them to read. This leads to my first goal: learn how to use Microsoft Word better and format a paper that represents my creativity.

I get bored real quickly. I cannot stand just sitting in a lecture based classroom, it is too mundane. A simple power point presentation would help me concentrate better, but please do not just read what is already up on the screen. Chances are, I already beat you to the end and am awaiting the next slide. This brings me to my second goal: how to generate and implement a quality presentation that grabs (and holds) the attention of my students. This would be a great way to introduce more art history in my classroom.

Most kids can draw on their computers. They use PAINT, PHOTOSHOP, or COREL DRAW already and just print their pictures when they are finished. There are also some great drafting programs out there too. This can be a two-fold goal, but first I need to learn how to use any of these programs to stay even with my students: Photography, photo-collage, and photo-doctoring would make great assignments. As a person with a machining background, I am interested in the drafting aspect that can be implemented into an art room also. Geometric drawings make great art works.

As you can see, there are many ways to use technology in an art classroom and I am way behind the curve when it comes to understanding that technology. How can a teacher teach something they do not now themselves? My wife and children work circles around me on the computer and I would look silly trying to demonstrate any techniques to most of my students. I hope this course can set me on the right path and I can start gaining the knowledge necessary to pass along to my students.

