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For years, I sent my sons to a private school. One of the ways the pastor tried to show an equal balance was to use a three-legged stool. Each leg stood for, home, church and school. Take away any one of the legs, the balance is lost and stool falls. The same goes for building a community committed to caring about the children. In the secular world, it would be the home, teachers and administration though. If any one of these three fails to care, the balance will be lost and students start to fail.


Personally, I model myself in the old, country-style way of thinking. If a person falls down, help them up. I have seen the other side where, if a person falls, they are beaten and left to fend for themselves. I do not like some of the ways I have seen others treated in that environment.

The pressing concerns I see upcoming are how we are expected to maintain a professional, caring environment with little, or no money. The United States spend more money on an incarcerated convict than we do educating our children. Michigan is cutting back spending by reducing support to schools by over $600 per student, per year. The district where I live has already predicted a 1.5 Million dollar deficit in the next three years if trends stay the way they are heading. Yet, we are supposed to keep pouring ourselves into our jobs and help all of our students, so our schools meet AYP and we can keep our doors open for another year.


I live 80 miles away from my job. It is VERY hard to care about the school district as a whole. I do care a lot about the buildings I am placed in (8 per week, this year) and I care about the students I serve. I give of myself in many more ways than just art teacher, but it is hard.


The best thing teachers can do to help each other is network. Why do people feel that they corner the market on an idea and nobody else can use it? If you come up with a wonderful lesson plan, share it, recycle it, or just pass it along. New teachers should not be hung out to the wolves, or forced to rough it because we had to. Give the rookie a break and donate some older supplies and lessons to them. It’s not a hazing process; we are supposed to be working together as a team, not an assembly of parts. This would pour over into the community and parents would start to care, taking involvement with their children’s education, rather than just watching.
