A Final Proposal
TE 870

Lial Miller

18 October 2009


As an art teacher, sometimes I get left out in the cold when it comes to the curricular decisions of the school (at least in my experience). The core curriculum classes are highlighted and teaching concentrates on these subjects. Art, Music and Physical Education are seen as a subspecies and the teachers thereof are viewed as relief time, making them a contractual necessity. I would like to take the opportunity of using my final paper in this class a display of some of the different ways Art, Music and Physical Education can be used to cross the curriculum and be utilized as an integral part of today’s teaching environment.


The intent of writing a paper on this subject would be a way for me to show current administrative personnel that a highly trained specialist can be a great asset to any school. This paper could also serve as a wake up call to those specialists and show them that it is up to us to prove our capabilities of helping children learn. There are too many of us (specialists) that just take what is given and we eat them like scraps off the table, hoping we still have a job the next school year. But, when cut-backs come (and they do come often) it is those special classes that receive the brunt. 


I would like to display the need for quality specialists in a few different ways. The first way would be to include several different lesson plans from each genre (Art, Music and Physical Education) that cross the curriculum and support the core classes. This could include many different supporting mediums, such as mp3, video and written examples. Another supportive element would center on some of the different intelligences of today’s educational setting and how they fit into the specialist’s world. Also, I would like to include some ways of how the specialists (at least in art) can implement technology into their lessons, bringing the lessons up into the 21st century.


By writing a paper on these ideas, I can show the different parties involved, just how to properly use Art, Music and Physical Education in achieving the school’s growth. There are a lot of talented people out there that know subjects regular classroom teachers do not. If these specialists were implemented better, and their curriculums developed better, more students could/would be reached, making teaching those students easier.
