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For my WebQuest evaluation/critique, I chose to follow my own career, Art. There are not that many to choose from and a lot of the ones that came up during a yahoo search were obsolete, or just would not open. I finally caught up to one that advertised “Patterns in Art.” You can find it at:
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When you open the WebQuest, it has a very nice aesthetic appeal. There is a visual display of a pattern at the very top and the colors chose make it very easy on the eyes and easy to read. The background has a repetitive pattern (go figure) of swirls on a green background. Any color could have been chosen, but this seems to work well.
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The WebQuest itself is one long page, but does have quick buttons near the top. You can either read your way down through the page, or jump to a desired section. Personally, I would have had connector pages and kept each section to itself, with links to the other pages, or back home. Other than that, I thought the page looked very nice.


As far as the lesson being taught, it would be impossible to accomplish this task without technology and internet access. The teacher allows the students to choose from a list of nine museum web sites and the student is to choose eight pieces that represent pattern and describes how to save the screen dumps in a personal folder. After that the students are to narrow their choices down to one artwork and screen dump the whole page to work with. This is where the student writes down the artist/media/date, but no other direction of citation is given. There are more details to the lesson than this, but the main idea is to teach the students how to research web sites (already chosen, but this eliminates needless wandering), mentally compare examples of patterns to existing artworks, and how to manipulate a computer in saving the images. The expectations are spelled out clearly and easy to follow along with.


This WebQuest is geared up for high school art students and it has all of the benchmarks/standards spelled out before the student begins their task. The WebQuest builds on prior knowledge (scaffolding) and allows for deductive reasoning (interpretive choice). After this, the students are led down a totally directed path, so they do not have many chances to mess up. If they do, the student did not follow directions. There was one hyperlink that did not work, but the rest opened up worksheets and rubrics for anybody that wanted them.


Over all I think it was a nice WebQuest, but left little room for expression (not that there needed to be). I would like to know what the follow up lesson would be; do the students do something with their saved images? Can they create a new piece of art by recycling an old idea? Or, was this just an exercise in teaching how to gather information/images within a given criteria? The teacher does site his sources and references, but did not have the students do the same (completely). I would change that. I think the WebQuest was well thought out and the students probably performed well because of that preparation.
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